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NEWS RELEASE

Date: September 28, 2007
Contact: Gerri Hutner (gerri.hutner@ww-p.org)
609.716.5000, extension 5046

Faculty members in the West Windsor-Plainsboro Regional School District received grant funding the WW-P Education Foundation thanks to a generous donation from Merrill Lynch supporting the Foundation’s Mini-Grant Program. “The WW-P Education Foundation is please to have Merrill Lynch as a partner in providing resources for creative, innovative projects that promote excellence in teaching and learning.
Merrill Lynch is sponsoring five mini-grant programs that are making a real difference to students in the WW-P Regional School District this school year:  

Math in the Middle: Math Lab Excursions -Communtiy Middle School (Roberta Petti) & Thomas R. Grover Middle School (Faye Airey) provides a variety of teaching aids including math games, puzzles, and interactive problem-solving activities to supplement the middle schools’ Math Lab program. These resources will be used to help students gain greater skill proficiency and confidence in mathematics.

Graphic Novels: Give Them a Try! - Community Middle School  (Judy Staggard and Karen Black) will expose reluctant readers to the world of graphic novels. After students read a graphic novel, they will write letters to classmates, teachers, and administrators sharing the experience and encouraging others to try this genre of literature.
Community Problem Solvers - Healthy Lifestyles - High School South (Holly Sassinsky) will work to raise awareness and educate students about healthy lifestyles through healthy eating and increased activity. The program will work with the Extended Day Programs in several schools in the district.
African American History Alive Theater Tour – Millstone River School (Heidi Wachtin) will create and produce a touring play about an African American figure. Students will enhance their performance skills and interpersonal and group dynamics, all while learning about an important time period in history.

Embracing Disabilities – Millstone River School (Kathleen Cattley) is designed to demystify and educate about disabilities.  The National Alliance on Mental Illness (NAMI) will present “Breaking the Silence” to all Millstone River 5th grade students. 

PHOTOGRAPHS
Holding copies of the graphic novel, “Treasure Island,” which was purchased funding from Merrill Lynch, are Marcia Smith Fleres, executive director of the WW-P Education Foundation; Community Middle School teacher Judy Staggard and Community Middle School media specialist Karen Black, Grade 7 students Steven Lewis and Czar Kantor, and Helene M. Garcia, Director of Community & Strategic Initiatives, Merrill Lynch. Sitting: Community Middle School grade 7 students: Seeni Chandra and Thomas Tantillo.
Ernest Scarborough; Jocelyn Barrera; Amber Shah; Marcia Smith Fleres, executive director of the WW-P Education Foundation; Helene M. Garcia, Director of Community & Strategic Initiatives, Merrill Lynch; Sydney DuPree; Community Middle School teacher Roberta Petti; and Amy Rodriquez gather outside the Grade 7 Math Lab classroom, which was funded by a grant from Merrill Lynch. 
